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ing the eye in response to changes of.attention is rendered necessary, but at the same time the disturbing effects of willed movements of the eyes on the sensations of space induced by objects at rest have to be excluded. Perception of the movement of an image across the retina when the retina is at rest, perception of the movement of an object when the eye is at rest, is a biological necessity. As for the perception of objects at rest in the unfrequent contingency of a movement of the eye due to some occurrence extrinsic to consciousness (external mechanical pressure, or twitching of the muscles), this was unnecessary for the organism. The foregoing requirements are to be harmonized only on the assumption that the displacement of the image on the retina of the eye in voluntary movement is offset as to spatial value by the volitional character of the movement. It follows from this that objects at rest may be made, while the eye also is at rest, to suffer displacement in visual space by the tendency to movement merely, as has been actually shown by experiment.1 The second offsetting factor is also directly indicated in this experiment. The organism is not obliged, further, in accomplishing its adaptation, to take account of the second contingency mentioned, which arises only under pathological or artificial circumstances. Paradoxical as the conditions here involved may appear, and far removed as we may still be from a causal comprehension of them, they are nevertheless easily under-
1 Analysis of the Sensations.    English Trans.   Page 59.7.
